











N° XXX. 


FairRyLAND, WEDNESDAY, Auguft 10. 1796. 





The Prieft calls the Lawyer a cheat ; 

The Lawyer beknaves the Divine ; 

And the Statefman, becaufe he’s fo great, 

Thinks his trade as honeft as mine. 
Gay. 








Mone the faults of men, none is fo frequent, or more glaring, 
than the contempt which one clafs of fociety has for another. I 
had, a few days ago, an opportunity to obferve this failing in a ftrong 
point of view. By means of my Ghoftly privilege, I introduced my- 
felf into the houfe of a very eccentric gentleman of this city. He is 
rather advanced in years, but remarkably good humoured, and extreme- 
ly fond of indulging his favourite paflion of obferving chara¢ters in fo- 
ciety, and laughing at their follies. His maxim is, never to attempt 
to controvert the opinions of any perfon; he pretends that a thinking 
man lofes his time with fools, who are not to be improved, but by having 
their errors contrafted with thofe of their neighbours. The greateft de~ 
light of this fingular genius is, to fee to what a degree of ridicule the 
principles of men will carry them. He {pent the youth in the culti- 
vation of the mind, and has the fatisfaction to preferve his happinefs 
undiminifhed, while he witnefles every day thofe who fpent their early 
years in the flimfy follies fo eagerly purfued by thoughtlefs youths, lead- 
ing a life of mifery and regret. 

When I entered, the party was compofed of Dr Exorcifm, a Divine ; 
Mr Logarithm, a Mathematician ; Mr Writ, a Lawyer ; a Natural Philo- 
fopher; and a Metaphyfician. Dr Exorcifm opened the converfation with 
fome reflections upon the news ; but he foon left this fubjeét, and afked 
the landlord, if he had read the recent accounts of robberies, murders, and 
forgeries. ‘“ Did you not notice,” addreffing himfelf to the company, 
“‘ the numerous and deplorable trials for adultery? There is not a paper 
but contains fome account of a crim. con. O degenerate race! fons of 
fin, age of corruption, Atheifm, and Infidelity! The plays are open 
and crowded; the mafquerades, the balls, the concerts, al! fucceffively 
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draw the moft enlightened and high clafles of the country. The houfe 

of God alone is deferted; even thofe few who, frequent it are not. 
firm in their belief, and repime at the length of time employed by the 

paftor in leading ‘his fheep in the right path. -Oh that Government 

would again put in force thofe wife laws againft Sabbath-breakers, and 

make rigorous ena€tments againft unbelievers, who have had the great- 

eft fhare in corrupting mankind!” “ You, Sir,” turning to the Meta-- 
phyfician, “ have contributed your mite for the perverfion of morals, 

and propagating incredulity. Your fanciful notions of good and evil 

have confounded the weak capacities of men; your want of grace, 

caufed by the coldnefs of your faith, has poifoned your heart; and you 

attempt to diffufe the peftilent feeds of infidelity among even the mean- 

eft of your countrymen. Oh happy times! when mankind produced 

holy faints and martyrs; when the ignorant dutifully obeyed their f{pi- 

ritual guides ; then they went in the paths of virtue ; but the moment 

pride tempted vain men to difcard the holy Minifters of Heaven, vice 

began to: commit ravages, which the efforts of my brethren have in 

vain ftrived to ftop. What is the ufe of all your experiments, reafon- 

ings, {peculations, and whims? do thefe give you that fervent belief 
that brings grace and everlafting happinefs upon men? No, no; mor- 

tals are not to be faved by earthly conceits ; not by contemplating na- 

ture, but by a continual and devout gazing on the Maker of all things. 

Faith and religion fhould be.the guides of mankind, not the inventors of 
problems, fteam-engines, crucibles, infidelity, and pride.” 

The other gentlemen liftened to this effufion very attentively. The 
Lawyer, however, fhowed {trong figns of difapprobation.; and, as foon 
as decency permitted, he began his attack on the poor member of the 
Church. “ Do you pretend to teach honefty to nations, to make good 
members of fociety, with your humdrum fermons? Remember that 
it is but a few weeks fince a Bifhop and a Curate were found guilty of 
being concerned in an affault anda riot. What ages do you allude to? 
What were thofe fan@tified Monks, whom you revere, but wretched 
fanatics, who defpifed fociety, and ought therefore to be fcorned by us! 
I imagine you allude to your crufaders, to the perpetrators of thofe pious 
maffacres of fovercigns and of nations, to the crafty Bernard, or the 
cunning Jefuits. We politicians have already given.a good account of 
the meek fons of Jefus; and I do not fee the ufe of thofe who ftill re- 
main. In one particular, I heartily join you. Thefe metaphyficians 
are moft pernicious beings ; they fo confound men’s reafon, that they 
leave thei totally incapable of being regulated by our grand political 
maxims. In a like manner, thefe men of fcience pretend to go beyond 
their narrow province, and to perfuade mankind, that nothing but their 
learning ought to be refpected. ‘Thus every man is fo proud of himfelf, 
that he defpifes the legiflature, and ereéts himfelf as his own independent 
fovereign. The crimes we daily hear of are owing to neglect in the 
law: and whence does this arife? From no other caufe than the ge- 
neral pride of the nation, who, going beyond their refpeCtive profeffions, 
have the infolence to queftion the meaning and propriety of our laws. 
Bleffed thofe who lived mn the happy time of a Juftinian, or Menu ! 
Thrice happy the Indians, when governed by his wife laws! What 
harmony has ever prevailed among them, by that admirable diftinction 
of cafts. ‘The ruling powers have ever been refpeted, becaufe every 


individual had not pretenfions to the offices allotted to another fet ; and 
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learning is confined to the Bramins, who know how to ufe it for the 
good of the people, who confide in their -wifdom.” The Divine was 
going to reply, when the Natural Philofopher got up in a moft violent 
rage; he foamed at the mouth, and eyed his opponent with a con- 
temptuous frown : “ Do you prefume,” faid he, “ to detract from men 
of merit in their prefence? You, Mr Pedant, or thou vile political 
reptile, know that I equally defpife the haughty ruler, and the bigotted 
preacher. What would either of you be, how could the ftate or the 
church exift, if we men of fcience did not teach the nation how to 
guide a fhip, to make gunpowder, or to conftru@ machinery for manu- 
fatures? The reafon why men commit fo many crimes in our days, 
is, becaufe, initead of working and ftudying the natural fciences, and 
inquiring into the innumerable changes that take place in our globe, they 
follow the unintelligible and impracticable mandates of the prieft, or the 
traps of the law, which, by their obfcurity, feem only directed to puzzle 
and deceive mankind.” Upon this he got into fuch a violent paflion, 
that had not the landlord interfered, the difpute was likely to terminate 
in a difplay of the mechanical powers of the combatants. ‘The Mathe- 
matician, who had, with philofophical dignity, fat {moking his pipe, now 
put himfelf in a demonftrating attitude, and, extending his right arm, 
began to deliver his methodical remarks. ‘“ Gentlemen,” faid Mr Lo- 
garithm, “ I have heard you all; and, after maturely weighing your dif- 
ferent propofitions, I prefume to affirm, that none of you knows tho- 
roughly the fubjec&t of difpute : A neceflary confequence of the common 
method of reafoning upon no foundation. Proceeding without data, it is 
no wonder that you fhould fall into fo grofs errors. I would deem you 
beneath the notice of a Mathematician, were you not my intimate 
friends. Let me tell you, then, that the caufe of the depravity of man- 
ners, for I do not think men are degenerate, arifes, in my opinion, from 
the ignorance in which moft people are about the do€trine of Chances. 
Did they poffefs this invaluable acquifition, they would find how far they 
were from the gallows, Botany Bay, or the pillory. What fignify your 
laws, moral precepts, or education? We know that. man has a great 
propentity to hurt his neighbours; he is feldom deterred from doing 
evil by the barriers which fociety has erected againft ;crimes, becaufe he 
imagines himfelf to be far removed from the probability of fuffering for 
his condu&. But did all mankind underftand the calculation of chances, 
they would be able to perceive at a glance the ftate of the probabilities 
of their being hanged, quartered, or hung in chains. ‘Then would man- 
kind purfue a conduét mathematically right ; for there can be no que- 
ition, that to act honeftly is the fureft way to enjoy happinefs. As to 
you, Mr Philofopher, let me remind you, that your profeflion is found- 
ed upon ours, and therefore that you have no pretences to dictate to the 
world. Who teaches you to calculate weights, to meafure proportions ? 
and what is all your reafoning upon gravity, fire, or water, than a mere 
application of the principles of algebra? Mr Metaphyfician has, I fup- 
pofe, fome of his dark definitions to give you: let him fpeak: for my 
part, I deem a man who doubts of the infinite divifibility of matter a per- 
{on that deferves not to be difcourfed with.” 

The Metaphyfician hearkened to the converfation with perfe& calm- 
nefs, and his looks befpoke the compaflion he felt for the abfurd reveries 
of the company. At laft, finding that all the gentlemen had delivered 
their fentiments, and feemed to have no more to fay, he addrefled the 


company thus: “ Gentlemen, I confider it my bufinefs to enlighten 
mankind, 
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mankind, to mend their underftandings ; 1 have heard you patiently, 
and now I expect you will not refufe to attend to my refle@tions. To 
you, Dr Exorcifm, I only recommend to read the hiftory of the holy 
leaders of men. You will find, in what your predeceffors have called 
Sacred Hiftory, fome accounts which will convince any one of the great 
barbarity and immorality of our forefathers, notwithftanding the boafted 
meeknefs of their guides. Gentlemen, the precepts of the Clergy may 
fhew the road to heaven; but they have as yet contributed little to 
teach mankind the beft way to live happy, without continually com- 
mitting depredations on their neighbours, without deceiving one ano- 
ther, and treating their fellow-men as the declared enemies of one an- 
other. As for the epithets beftowed on me, I defpife them ; at leaft, I 
have one fatisfaction, that when men brand each other with con- 
temptuous appellations, it is a proof that thefe are the only weapons left 
in their hand. We contemptible reafoners never tyrannife mankind. E- 
picurus, Plato, Ariftotle, and all ancient reafoners, lived peaceably, and 
refpected by their countrymen, amidft thoufands of men who held the 
moft oppofite opinions. ‘This, I fear, is more than can be faid for zealous 
fetaries. We taught Greece laws, and fortunately we introduced know- 
ledge and improvement in Europe, when they were funk in the mad 
{chemes of crufades, fo ftrenuoufly recommended by thofe of your pro- 
feffion. As to you, Mr Mathematician, I fhall fay nothing: When you 
come to dine with me, I fhall provide a ragout of Logarithms, and a 
fricafée of Re&tangles. Neither you nor your neighbour are hurtful: 
his fcheme to make all men {killed in philofophy, is dictated by found 
fenfe; but there is fomething more in fociety than engines, angles, or 
looms. But I can hardly keep my temper with Mr Writ. Does 
he intend to make mankind virtuous by means of mandates which they 
never fail to difobey. ‘Thefe fine fyftems are the offspring of men little 
acquainted with themfelves ; they may fafcinate the mind, but never can 
convince the unbiaffed underftanding. The politician forgets that it is 
vice in fociety that gives rife to laws ; that, after the pernicious habit is 
imbibed in youth, while the corruption that gave rife to it lafts, laws 
are but public acknowledgements of the incapacity of legiflators to pre- 
vent depravity. Do thefe men expect that the diflipated youth will 
perufe all the laws of his country? or do they imagine that bold and 
daring men will be deterred by punifhments? Nappy would nations 
be, if their laws could be limited to the twelve tables. You call us 
dreamers: Be it fo: we maintain, that to diminifh the inducements to 
vice, and increafe the temptations to virtue, is the whole of the fcience 
of leading men. You may call this fancy; but, at leaft, you will not 
deny, that the honeft peafant, who would not pocket a purfe, while in 
his retired cottage, often, allured by the luxury of a town, becomes as 
complete a knave as his inftrutors. Ceafe, then, to throw upon us the 
opprobrious title of deceivers of men; a term, I fear, which might with 
firi&t propriety be applied to thofe clafies to whom Mr Writ and the 
Door belong. I expec you will admit, that the knowledge of man 
is the firft ftep to all truth.” 
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